Cookley & WALPOLE PARISH COUNCIL
A Meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Pavilion, Walpole at 7-30pm on
Tuesday, September 27th 2022.
Minutes:
Present:
Cllr. R. Chase (Chairman); Cllr. C. Leggett (Vice-Chairman); Cllr. L. Andrews; Cllr. J.
Lewis; Cllr. Z. Mair and Cllr. J. Winter:
Also Present:
Paul Widdowson (Clerk) and County and District Cllr. S. Burroughes (Left 8-36pm).
1)

Apologies:

Councillors accepted the apologies from Cllr. C. Northover and Cllr. M. Porter.
2)

To receive declarations of interest:

Cllr. Z. Mair declared an interest in CEA and the Walpole and Cookley Playing Fields
Association. Cllr. J. Lewis declared an interest as an employee of Suffolk County
Council.
Cllr. J. Winter declared a personal interest in the planning application DC/22/3290/FUL
It was agreed that he would not vote.
3)

Requests for dispensations:

There were no requests for dispensations.
4)

To receive a report from the County and District Councillor:

County and District Cllr. S. Burroughes reported that Suffolk County Council had set
up the Welfare Assistance Scheme to help those in Suffolk suffering from the current
Cost of Living Crisis. He said that East Suffolk Council had established its ‘Ease the
Squeeze Scheme’ where help could be delivered and ‘Warm Rooms’ provided.
Cllr. R. Chase asked how these schemes were being advertised? County and District
Cllr. S. Burroughes said that the schemes would be advertised in the local Press and
social media whilst libraries and surgeries would be asked to inform those who visit.
County and District Cllr. S. Burroughes said that much investment was being put into
Lowestoft and Suffolk County Council were looking at how to get more buses to rural
areas. He said that energy prices rising was causing issues for facilities provided by
the two local authorities such as leisure centres.
Cllr. R. Chase asked how many Suffolk County Council and East Suffolk Council
employees were working from home. County and District Cllr. S. Burroughes said that
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50% were working from home. Cllr. Z. Mair asked about the former Walpole Primary
School? County and District Cllr. S. Burroughes said that he had not been informed
about the furniture being cleared and there had been some discussion over who owned
the site, land and building. He said that he would be trying to find out more about the
former school’s status. Finally, County and District Cllr. S. Burroughes said that the
free wi-fi was being established in many towns with anonymous information only being
collected.
5)

Public Session: Members of the public have fifteen minutes to ask
questions on topics on the agenda.

There were no members of the public at the meeting.
6)

To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on July 19th 2022
and the Extra-Ordinary Parish Council Meeting on August 25th 2022.

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on July 19th 2022 were agreed.
Proposer:

Cllr. C. Leggett:

Seconder:

Cllr. Z. Mair:

The Minutes of the Extra-Ordinary Parish Council Meeting on August 25th 2022 were
agreed.
Proposer:
7)

Cllr. C. Leggett:

Seconder:

Cllr. J. Winter

Highways:

Cllr. R. Chase said that there was nothing to discuss.
County and District Cllr. S. Burroughes said that Cllr. M. Porter was raising Highways
Issues for the two parishes. He said that he was asking the Community Liaison
Engineer to look at the issues raised across the two parishes. County and District Cllr.
S. Burroughes finished by saying that traffic signs were in the Suffolk County Council
Budget next year.
8)

Walpole School:

Cllr. R. Chase said that County and District Cllr. S. Burroughes had discussed this in
his report.
9)

Noticeboards:

It was reported that no-one had replied to refurbish the noticeboards. It was agreed
that Cllr. Z. Mair approached a local parishioner to refurbish the noticeboards.
10) David Cask Plaque:
Cllr. Z. Mair reported that this was ongoing. She said that it had been decided that a
framed written commemoration should be put on the wall of the Village Hall.
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11) Emergency Plan:
Cllr. L. Andrews reported that this was ready to be put together with all the
amendments needing to be put on the document. Cllr. Z. Mair said that the Local
Emergency Plan and those involved play a very important supportive role in the event
of an emergency as their knowledge of the locality is very important.
12) Planning Matters:
Proposal: Change of use from B2 to Class E
Address: The Marybelle Dairy, Walpole Old Hall Farm, The Clink, Walpole,
Halesworth, Suffolk. IP19 9AU
Ref: DC/22/3290/FUL
The Parish Council approves this planning application.
However the Parish Council would like to clarify that the access is via the main
entrance opposite the cemetery as shown on the application map and not the 'Clink'
off Church Lane.
The Parish Council would also like to underline its previous comment in response to
the planning application DC 22 1898 VOC that all vehicles over seven and a half tonnes
were restricted to the times of 4am until 5pm Monday to Saturday.
Proposer:

Cllr. C. Leggett:

Seconder:

Cllr. Z. Mair:

13) Clerk’s Report and Correspondence:
The Clerk said that he had received a letter from St. Elizabeth Hospice.
The Clerk reported that the ‘Notification of Exempt status for External Auditor’ had
arrived and on what the Parish Council had done in response to the Queen’s Passing.
He recommended that the Parish Council adopt an appropriate protocol for ‘Marking
the Death of a Prominent Figure’. It was agreed that the Clerk and Chair of the Council
would bring a draft to a future Parish Council Meeting.
14) Financial Report:
a)

Balances at the Bank on September 7th 2022:

Business Community Account
Business Savings Account
b)

£20 156-44
£1 102-23

Payments and Receipts:

Standing Order
Standing Order
Standing Order
Internet Banking
Internet Banking
Internet Banking
Internet Banking
Internet Banking

Will Austin – July 2022
Will Austin – August 2022
Will Austin – September 2022
Clerk’s Pay for July until September 2022
Clerk’s Tax for July until September 2022
Clerk’s Expenses for April until June 2022
Clerk’s Expenses for July until Sept. 2022
Business at CAS – Insurance
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£200-00
£200-00
£200-00
£597-60
£149-40
£59-50
£53-20
£410-21

Internet Banking

Information Commissioner Fee

£40-00

W & C PFT – Repayment of Loan
Bank Interest

£70-00
£0-34

Receipts:
BACS
BACS

The Clerk said that the Walpole & Cookley Playing Fields Trust (W & C PFT) were
saying that they had repaid the final £70 so had paid off the loan made in 2012.
However the Clerk’s financial records state that the W & C PFT still have £110 to pay
off as the Clerk’s records show that there was still an outstanding £670 as at March
2015. To have paid off the loan at this time, the outstanding amount should have been
£560. The Clerk said that he was looking for the facts to resolve the situation.
Proposer:

Cllr. R. Chase

Seconder:

Cllr. C. Leggett:

15) Insurance Renewal:
The Clerk explained that the current Community Action Suffolk (CAS) Insurance was
ending on September 30th 2022 and could not be renewed in its current form with a
price near £222-38.
The Clerk said that CAS Insurance was now offering an insurance policy at £460-61
but if the Parish Council agreed to reduce its Reputational Risks from £500 000 to £250
000 then the CAS Insurance Fee would be £410-21. The Clerk added for this fee price
that the Sign Indicator Device has to stay in one location for more than four weeks.
Councillors agreed to take out the new CAS Insurance £410-21 for 2022-2023:
Proposer:

Cllr. R. Chase

Seconder:

Cllr. C. Leggett:

16) Data Protection Fee:
Councillors agreed to pay the Data Protection Fee for 2022-2023:
Proposer:

Cllr. R. Chase

Seconder:

Cllr. Z. Mair:

17) Policies:
Cllr. R. Chase reported that this was ongoing as he had still not written the Draft
Health and Safety Policy from the templates given to him by Cllr. J. Lewis.
18) To receive reports on the:
Footpaths;
Cllr. J. Winter said that he had no report. Cllr. R. Chase reported that Suffolk County
Council had cut back the foliage on the Cookley Footpaths.

Page 4 of 5

Trees;
There was no report.
Cemetery;
Cllr. Z. Mair reported that there had been a number of complaints at the Cemetery
where flowers had been eaten and strewn around by the wildlife.
Cllr. C. Leggett said that he had made four visits to the cemetery and had noticed
that one bunch of flowers had been moved and one had been scattered.
It was agreed to continue to monitor the cemetery.
The Clerk reported that there would be an ashes interment in November.
CEA & Allotments:
Cllr. Z. Mair reported that there would be a meeting soon as the Cookpole Energy
Action (CEA) had not met recently. She said that apple juice was now being produced
and that all seemed to be going well at the Allotments.
19) To receive agenda items for the Parish Council Meeting to be held on
October 18th 2022:
Cllr. J. Winter asked about a local dilapidated property. Cllr. Z. Mair said that she had
no report but knew about it and would find out more about the property by the next
meeting.
The Meeting ended at 9-09pm.
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